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N DELAY IS GRANTED

IN SPY SENTENCING

Officials Gain Time to Weigh
~ Truthfulness of Walkers on
Origins of Navy Ring

4

5 By PHILIP SHENON
Special to The New York Times

'WASHINGTON, Sept. 29 — A Fed-
eral district judge in Baltimore agreed
today to delay the sentencing of John A.
Walker Jr. fer more than a month
while prosecutors try to determine if
the Navy veteran is lying about the ex-
tent aan origin of his family’s Soviet
spy ring.

Judge Alexander Harvey postponed
sentencing until Nov. 6 for Mr. Walker
and his son, Michael, a former Navy
seaman who has also confessed in the
case.

They were originaily scheduled to be
sentenced Friday under a plea bargain
that could hasten parole. Federal law-
enforcement officials have said that
the plea agreement was in jeopardy be-
cause of questions about John Walker's
truthfulness. .

Breckinridge L. Willcox, the United
States Attorney for Maryland, said in a
.written statement that the postpone-
.ment had been requested by the Navy
“in order to allow the Navy's damage
assessment team additional time to at-
tempt to ascertain the facts concerning
the commencement and extent of the
espionage conspiracy.” _

According to Reagan Administration
officials, the delay will permit the Jus-
tice Department to study Mr. Walker’s
answers to questions about the origins
of a spy ring that has been described as
one of the most damaging in the na-
tion’s history. .

Department officials have said that
polygraph, or lie-detector, tests found
Mr. Walker and his brother, Arthur, de-
ceptive on those questions. )

Arthur Walker, a retired Navy lieu-
tenant commander, was convicted of
espionage last year and sentenced to
life imprisonment.

No More Delays, Lawyer Says

A source knowledgeable about the
case said that Justice Department and
defense lawyers met with Judge Har-
vey at the Federal courthouse in Bait
more this afternoon.

The prosetution, the source said,
urged a delay in sentencing, citing
growing concerns about John Walker's
credibility. -
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Mr. Walker's chief defense lawyer,
Fred Warren Bennett, said in an inter-
view that he had participated in the
meeting and had objected to delaying
the sentencing until November.

_ Although the judge sided with prose-
cutors and agreed to the extended
delay, Mr. Bennett said that Judge
Harvey told lawyers in the case that he
would not permit any further postpone-
ments,

At the request of prosecutors, the

{:?ge had delayed the sentencing once -

ore.

Sources familiar with the case said
that lie detector tests would continue
this week for the fourth Navy veteran
charged in the case, Jerry A. Whit-
worth.

Mr. Whitworth, a former communi- |
cations officer, has been found largely
truthful in his statements about the spy
ring, one source said. After a trial this
summer, Mr. Whitworth was convicted
of espionage and sentenced to 365
years in prison.

In Baltimore, where the case against
John and Michael Walker has been
prosecuted, investigators were sched-
uled to meet again this week with Ar-
thur Walker.

Arthur Walker’s Role Questioned

Law-enforcement officials said that
Arthur Walker was to be transported Lo
Baltimore for additional questions
about his involvement in the spy ring.

“According to the officials, the Justice
Department is concerned that Arti.r
Walker organized the spy ring and p.:t-
ticipated in espionage in his Navy .a-
reer.

John Walker has asserted that ne
was the ringleader and recruited \r-
thur Walker only after his brother’s re-
tirement from the military in the early
1970’s. '
Under the plea bargain, John Walker’
would receive a life sentence; his son'
would be sentenced to 25 years in
prison. The agreement could permit
them to go free on parole years earlier.

Administration officials said the Jus-
tice Department and the Pentagon
were once again battling over the case.

Justice Department officials have in-
dicated that they lacked sufficient evi-
dence to ask Judge Harvey to overturn
the plea bargain. Polygraph results
would not be sufficient, they said.

But according to Administration offi-
cials, the Navy believes there is ade-
quate evidence to prove that Mr.
Walker has lied.

Opposition From Navy

Senior Navy officers, they said, want
the Justice Department to consider!
abandoning the plea agreement ang!
putting the Walkers on trial, which
could lead to more substantial punish-
ments,

The Secretary of the Navy, John F.
Lehman Jr, originally opposed the !
agreement, saying it was too lenient.
‘It continues a tradition in the Justice
Department of treating espionage as
just another white-collar crime,” he
said last fall.

In recent days, Secretary Lehman

has declined to comment on the Walker
case, :
But Administration officials have
said they believe that Secretary Leh-
man sees the current dispute over Mr,
Walker’s truthfulness as an oppor-
tunity to end the plea agreement.

Declassified and Approved For Release 2011/12/19 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000706090021-0



